Il6       THE   KAISER   AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS

Cholera was raging in Western Russia. Troops were
being massed on the eastern frontier of Germany, and
by next year there would be ten army corps and eight
cavalry divisions stationed there. This was very ominous:
it was believed in Germany that Russia was intending to
strike some unexpected blow in the East, and in order to
prevent Germany ' from helping anybody they are going
to attack, they have marshalled the enormous forces on
our frontier.'1 This was truly characteristic, for the
coming marriage was likely to draw England and Russia
closer together, and so it was his duty to warn the
Queen what Russia was about. She was a treacherous
nation not to be trusted: it would never do for England
to make friends with her.

The Prince of Wales fully shared his mother's views as
to  the political  value   of his niece's   engagement,  and
within a few months a chance presented itself to him per-
sonally of assisting in the improvement of Anglo-Russian
relations.    During October Tsar Alexander III became
desperately ill, and the Tsarina, the Princess of Wales's
sister, begged her and the Prince to come out to her.   They
started at once for Livadia in the Crimea, but the Tsar
was dead before they got there.    Princess Alix was at once
received into the Orthodox Church, and then the por-
tentous funeral journey to St. Petersburg began.    Swathed
in crape and flags and glittering with royal insignia, the
imperial train started on the first stage to Moscow, taking
three days in transit, and passing from the warmth and
sunshine of the south into the bitter cold  of  Central
Russia.    Every  day  it halted for intercessions for the
dead, and then moved solemnly on past stations crowded
with kneeling townsfolk and peasants from the country
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